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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 



Sir: 



In the restriction requirement set forth in the Office Action dated January 5, 
2009, the Examiner asserts that the subject application contains two patentably distinct 
groups of inventions, and requires that one group of claims be elected. However, 
Applicant respectfully submits that the two groups of claims subject to restriction (Group I, 
consisting of Claims 3, 8, 10, 12-13, 24, 41, and 51-52, and Group II, consisting of Claims 
49-50) are closely related and that a proper search of any of the claims of one group would 
likely include a search of the claims of the other group. Thus, Applicant submits that all of 
the claims can be searched simultaneously without undue burden and that a duplicative 
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search with possibly inconsistent results may occur if the restriction requirement is 
maintained. Therefore, in the interest of economy, both for the Office and Applicant, 
withdrawal of the restriction requirement is respectfully solicited. 

Nevertheless, in order to comply with the requirements of 37 CFR 1.143, Applicant 
provisionally elects Group I, Claims 3, 8, 10, 12-13, 24, 41, and 51-52. 

Applicant requests favorable consideration. 

Applicant's undersigned attorney may be reached in our Washington, D.C., office 
by telephone at (202) 530- 10 10. All correspondence should be directed to our address 
listed below. 

Respectfully submitted, 

/Christopher W. Ferguson/ 

Attorney for Applicant 
Christopher W. Ferguson 
Registration No. 59,809 

FITZPATRICK, CELLA, HARPER & SCINTO 
30 Rockefeller Plaza 
New York, New York 101 12-3801 
Facsimile: (212) 218-2200 
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